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he is used to swear against for an honest livelihood, as did, he says, his fathers before him. The birds, in the ensuing chorus, relate their travels, and describe the strange things and strange men they have seen in them.
Act 4. Scene 1.
A person in disguise, with all the appearance of caution and fear, comes to enquire for Pisthetserus, to whom he discovers himself to be Prometheus, and tells him (but first he makes them hold a large umbrella over his head for fear Jupiter should spy him) that the gods are all in a starving miserable condition : and3 what is worse, that the barbarian gods (who live no one knows where, in a part of heaven far beyond the gods of Greece) threaten to make war upon them, unless they will open the ports, and renew the intercourse between mankind and them, as of old. Ho advises Pisthetyerus to make the most of this intelligence, and to reject all offers boldly, which Jupiter may make him, unless he will consent to restore to the birds their ancient power, and give him in marriage his favourite attendant, Basilka.1 This said, he slips back again to heaven, as he came. The chorus continue an account of their travels.
Act 4. Scene 2.
An embassy arrives from heaven, consisting of Hercules, Neptune, and a certain Triballian god. As tlioy approach the city walls, Neptune is dressing and scold-
1 i.e. Sovereignty.